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Dear Parents/Carers
I hope that all is well and you have had a good week.
Duke of Edinburgh Practice Expedition
Congratulations to the first Year 10 Duke of Edinburgh groups, who successfully completed
expeditions during the course of Friday and Saturday. This camping element sounded quite
adventurous, with torrential downpours in the evening testing the tents to the limit! Much
of the walking took part in warm conditions over 20℃, but despite the energy sapping
conditions, spirits remained high throughout, and the youngsters supported each other
brilliantly. Well done to all involved and good luck to those leaving today for their practice
expeditions, more of which next week! A very big thank you to the staff involved for their
time and energy – Miss Vickers, Mr Thompson, Mr Fairy and Miss Barker.
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Basketball Success – Sam Crannage
Sam (year 9) is a member of the Beccles Bombers basketball
squad who recently won the Norfolk Basketball Association
league finals! He plays for the Under 15s team and this was
the first time they have competed in a tournament, which
makes the achievement all the more special! A number of
games have taken place across the region in the last few
months to secure a place in the Norfolk finals, demonstrating
the scale of the achievement. Well done Sam!

“Mastering Memory” Science Lecture at Hobart
I had the pleasure of listening to the “Mastering Memory” science lecture delivered by Alina
Ivan on Thursday evening. There was a fantastic turnout in excess of 100 – thank you to all
those who attended. I particularly enjoyed Alina’s presentation style, which combined
audience interaction and various activities within the lecture format. My knowledge of how
the brain functions has certainly increased! Thanks to Alina for visiting our school and
delivering her presentation, and Mr de Best who led on the organisation of the lecture.
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Mobile Phones
Please can you remind your child that if they bring their mobile phone to school, this should
be handed in at reception for safekeeping until collection at the end of the day. We are
responding to student feedback by introducing more robust cases for storage of the phones.
Mobile phones that are seen or heard are confiscated, and a second confiscation in a half
term will require collection of the mobile by a family member.
PE Kit on PE Days from 16 May
Written GCSE exams begin on Monday 16 May. A reminder that for this six week period,
students, with the exception of year 11, will need to wear their PE kit to school on days
PE features on their timetables. They should also wear leggings or jogging/tracksuit
bottoms for the rest of the day in case they have science practical lessons or other lessons
of a practical nature.
This arrangement will be in place because the sports hall is the venue for the GCSE exams,
and if students use the changing facilities the exams will be disturbed and have limited
alternatives in terms of where students can change.
End of Year Celebration Trips
Details have been recently been shared of year group celebration trips due to take place at
the end of the school year. I hope that the letters issued answer any queries you have, but
if you do have further questions please contact your child’s head of year. If there are any
families that require financial support, please contact the school.
Year 10 GCSE Food Practical Assessments (NEA) – Change of Dates
Please note that the date of these assessments have been moved to the period between 7
June and 13 June. Your child will be issued reminders.
Offer of Support – Household Support Fund
If there are any families requiring support, I have been alerted that there is help available
via the Household Support Fund. Support available depends on previous help accessed and
which district families are in (some districts have received more requests than others).
Parents/Carers can apply for support by going to this link and then selecting their local
council for the correct application form.
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HPV Vaccinations Reminders
The HPV vaccinations take place on Tuesday 24 May – these are mainly for Year 8 but there
are also some Year 9 and 10 catch-ups. A group call has gone out with details how to
access the portal to provide consent or state that you do not wish for your child to have a
vaccination. If your child is having their vaccination on 24 May, they should come in to
school wearing short sleeve PE tops.
Best wishes and have a lovely weekend.
Ross Li-Rocchi
Head of School

