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Excellence in a caring community



E V E N I N G  O U T L I N E

1). What makes a successful student & parent / carer support

2). NEA assessments

3). GCSE English

4). GCSE Maths

5). Go4schools

6). Intervention and Academic Support

7). Help You Choose

8). Work Permits / Work Experience

9). Duke of Edinburgh

10). Student Leader opportunities

11). Key Dates

12). Pastoral Support



W H A T  

M A K E S  A  

S U C C E S S F U L  

S T U D E N T ?

Preparing for GCSE's can be a 

challenging time for the entire family

• Attendance & Punctuality

• Organisation & Preparation

• Focus & Determination

• Independent Learners

• Not being afraid to ask for help!

• Staying fit and healthy

• Finding time to have fun & relax!



TA R G E T S  T O  S U C C E S S

Attendance-

You should be aiming to have 100% attendance at the 

end of Year 10 and Year 11

• 90% Attendance is equivalent to missing 4 full weeks 

of school

• 90% of students with less than 85% attendance fail 

to achieve 5 or more good GCSE Grades.



TA R G E T S  T O  S U C C E S S

Punctuality-

Arrive to school on time

- You need to be in your form room at 8:40am for registration

- Late arrivals may mean you miss important information

Arrive to lesson on time

- Failure to do so means you have an unsettled start to the lesson 

and miss out on valuable teaching time!



H O W  C A N  

W E  H E L P  

M A K E  A  

S U C C E S S F U L  

S T U D E N T ?

What can we do to encourage our young people to 

become successful learners?

Attendance- encourage good attendance & make sure they 

arrive at school on time.

Organisation- Help them to be organised with the correct 

equipment, revision timetables, routines etc.

Be a good listener- Don't forget, what might seem small to 

you may be a big deal for them!

Work together- Work with your child and the school to ensure 

you have support in place

Be the ultimate provider... Information, equipment, 

entertainment, food, fun, relaxation and rewards!



H O W  C A N  

W E  H E L P  

M A K E  A  

S U C C E S S F U L  

S T U D E N T ?

What can we do to encourage our young people to 

become successful learners?

• Monitor Go4schools regularly

• Check homework/Deadlines

• Encourage & support revision for assessments

• Help with revision timetables to organise time

• Concentration on 'Smart Revision' - More doesn't always 

mean better!

• Use the resources available

• Teachers

• SENECA

• GCSEPod

• Revision guides/workbooks



L E A R N I N G  D I S C U S S I O N S  – W H A T  H AV E  Y O U  

B E E N  D O I N G  I N . . . . . . ?  &  C U R R I C U L U M  M A P S
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I N F O R M AT I O N  F O R  C A N D I DAT E S  

N O N - E X A M I N AT I O N  
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G C S E  A R T



G C S E  A R T



G C S E  A R T



G C S E  A R T



YEAR 10 GCSE PE

In January 2026 the students 

will start to undertake their PEP 

(personal assessment plan) This 

Includes:

• Planning

• Fitness Tests

• Training methods

• Planning

The PEP practical will be 

completed in core PE lessons 

after the Easter holiday and the 

PEP write up in the last half 

term of the academic year.



GCSE Food Preparation 

and Nutrition (OCR)

The NEA is 50% of the awarded 

GCSE

NEA 1 = 15% - Food investigation

NEA 2 = 35% - Food practical

Exam = 50%

Year 10 Food mock NEA1 will take 

place in lessons

Year 10 Mock NEA 2

Monday 11 – Friday 15 May '26

Students will be allocated 1 

morning during this week and will 

prepare 2 dishes.



G C S E  F O O D  P R E P A R A T I O N  &  N U T R I T I O N

Y E A R  1 1

NEA1 (15%) – Food investigation task

Exam board release title on 1st September 2026

Deadline around October half term 2026

NEA2 (35%)– Food practical exam – prepare 3 dishes in 3hours

Exam board release titles in November 2026. The exam will be March 

2027.



GCSE Design and 

Technology (Eduqas)

NEA is 50% of the awarded GCSE 

Year 10 students will undertake a 

mock NEA in Year 10.

Exam board release 'real' titles on 

1st June 2026 and students will 

start their GCSE NEA before the 

summer. The NEA comprises of a 

portfolio worth 70/100 marks and 

making a product worth 30/100 

marks.

Students will research, design and 

manufacture a product for a real 

client.



GCSE Drama

The NEA for Drama is 40% of the 

awarded GCSE grade.

The year 10 Drama students will 

start their NEA in the summer term 



GCSE ENGLISH

2 GCSEs

English Language

English Literature



ENGLISH LANGUAGE AQA
PAPER 1 [50% of GCSE grade]

Reading

Fictional extracts from novels e.g. 

‘Lord of the Flies’, ‘Nineteen Eighty Four’ and ‘Life of Pi’.

Analyse how the writers structure their writing and the 

effect of this 

Analyse how the writers use language for effect

Creative Writing

Descriptive writing – picture stimulus

Narrative writing

PAPER 2 [50% of GCSE grade]

Reading

Non-fiction extracts from 19th century and 20/21st

century writing from diaries, newspapers articles and 

articles.

Compare and evaluate how the writers structure their 

writing and the effect of this 

Compare and evaluate how the writers use language for 

effect

Transactional Writing

Non-fiction writing e.g. articles, letters, speeches and 

blogs.



ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Spoken Language Award

Write and deliver a speech to an 

audience and answer questions 

about the topic



E N G L I S H  L A N G U A G EPAPER 1 [50% of GCSE grade]

Q. 1 List 4 things [4 marks]

Q. 2 PEAR X 2/3 Language [8 marks]

Q. 3 PEAR X 3 Structure [8 marks]

Q. 4 PEARE [20 marks] [remember to evaluate -

effective/successful]

Q. 5 Story or description 

DROP SHIFT ZOOM IN 1-LINE PARAGRAPH 

ZOOM OUT/FLASH-FORWARD/CYCLICAL STRUCTURE

Use clearly linked paragraphs

Vary punctuation   ;  : (    )   …    - !  ?

Vary sentence structures/lengths [use one word sentence]

Use  one line paragraph 

Vary sentence openings

PAPER 2 [50% of GCSE grade]

Q. 1 TRUE/FALSE [4 marks] 

Q. 2 PEI C PEI C X 2 [8 marks]

Q. 3 PEAR x3/4 [12 marks]

Q. 4 PEA C PEA C X 3/4 [16 marks]

Q. 5 Write to argue for or against a particular statement -

article, speech, letter …

Use DAFOREST Use clearly linked paragraphs

Vary punctuation   ;  : (    )   …    - !  ?

Vary sentence structures/lengths [use one word sentence]

Use  one line paragraph 

Vary sentence openings



ENGLISH L ITERATURE AQA
Paper 1 [40% of GCSE grade] Closed book 

Macbeth by William 

Shakespeare

A Christmas Carol by Charles 

Dickens

Paper 2 [60% of GCSE grade] Closed book 

An Inspector Calls by JB Priestley

Power and Conflict Poetry

Unseen poems



E N G L I S H  L I T E R A T U R E

Paper 1 [40% of GCSE grade] 1hr 45

Section A [50 minutes]

Macbeth 

Introduction 

PEACOCK x 4-6

Conclusion – sum up key points you have made

Section B [50 minutes]

A Christmas Carol

Introduction 

PEACOCK x 4-6

Conclusion – sum up key points you have made

Paper 2 [60% of GCSE grade] 2hrs 15

Section A [50 minutes] An Inspector Calls

Introduction 

PEACOCK x 4-6

Conclusion – sum up key points you have made

Section B [40 minutes] Power and Conflict Poetry

Short introduction

PEACOCK comparisons [compare named poem with poem of 

your choice from Power and Conflict

Conclusion

Section C Unseen poem

Q. 1 Unseen poem [35 minutes] 

Short introduction PEAR x 6 Conclusion

Q. 2 Compare the two poems [10 minutes]

PEA C PEA C X 2



H O W  S T U D E N T S  C A N  B E  S U C C E S S F U L  

I N  E N G L I S H

•Learn the acronyms for each question

•Using the acronyms, practise all the writing skills in class 

and at home

•Practise writing under timed conditions

•Learn quotations from literature texts

•Retrieval practise



HOMEWORK
•Retrieval practise – learning quotations

•Writing

•Mini-mocks



REVISION RESOURCES

• GCSE Pod

• SENECA

• English department provision – revision 

guides, flashcards and exam papers

• AQA 9-1 Revision guides

























G O 4 S C H O O L S

We use Go4schools in a variety 

of different ways and it can be 

a really useful tool for you.

Go to the Go4schools 

homepage

www.go4schools.com

You will need to click on 

the parent area in the top 

right corner

If your email address is 

registered with Hobart 

you need to click on the 

First-Time User button and 

set up your account

Monitor behaviour, check homework, access to reports and 

current grades

http://www.go4schools.com/


I N T E RV E N T I O N  &  S U P P O R T

There are many forms of support available in school for our young people

Academic Support

• Subject specific invitations to after school intervention

• Revision sessions (lunchtime / after school)

• Revision techniques - sessions to develop these

• Subject teachers and form tutors

• Natasha - Careers Advisor

• Mentoring for some individuals



H E L P  Y O U  C H O O S E

- S T U D E N T S  W I L L  N O T  H A V E  
A C C O U N T S  A T  T H I S  S T A G E

- C A N  B E  U S E D  T O  S E A R C H  F O R  
C O U R S E S  /  E N T R Y  R E Q U I R E M E N T S  
E V E N  I N  Y 1 0

- O N C E  T H E Y  H A V E  A C C O U N T S ,  
C A N  B E  U S E D  F O R  A P P L I C A T I O N S



W O R K  P E R M I T S

All children who are of statutory school age who 

work must by law have a work permit

The work permit is there to protect you.

You can find information about Children in 

Employment and complete a work permit 

application on the following website:

https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/children-and-

families/children-in-employment-and-entertainment

Norfolk County Council- Children in Employment

This needs to be completed by you and your 

employer.

https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/children-and-families/children-in-employment-and-entertainment


DUKE OF 

EDINBURGH

 Training Day in October 
covering: Expedition and 
first aid training

 In the summer term there will 
be two expeditions

 The award compromises of 4 
sections: Physical 
section, Volunteering 
section, Skill section and the 
expedition

 Please contact Miss Vickers
with questions



W O R K  E X P E R I E N C E

One of  the first things that students will need to begin organising is their 

Work Experience Placement.

There is a document that the students need to complete and hand in to Dr 

Wharton by Monday 15 December

• Students need to generate their own work placements.

• Our careers advisor, Natasha from Beacon East will meet with

students to help support them through this process if necessary.

• Work placements can be really helpful in deciding future careers and

getting into college placements.

Monday 6th July – Friday 10th July



S T U D E N T  

L E A D E R S H I P  

O P P O R T U N I T I E S

Please see Dr Wharton or Mrs 

Wilkinson to discuss all the student 

leadership opportunities!

Get involved & have fun!



• 18th September- Open Evening (school shuts 1:15pm)

• 17 March 2026- Parents Evening

• 30th April 2026- Revision and Summer Exam Evening 

• 30th April – 1st May 2026 Battlefield Trip

• 10-15 May, 2026- NEA Food Tech Mock Practical

• 1st June 2026 - Year 10 Mock Exams start

• 6th July to 10th July, 2026 - Work Experience Week

K E Y  DAT E S



I N T E R V E N T I O N  &  S U P P O R T

Pastoral

• Form Tutors

• Dr Wharton (Head of Year) & Mrs Armitage (Pastoral assistant)

• Mrs Wilkinson (Assistant Head)

• Mrs McLoughlin (Attendance Officer)

• Mrs Bromley (Exams Officer)

• SEMH Mentoring

• School Counsellor

• Chat Health/Kooth/YoungMinds/Matthew Project Unity

• GP/MAP/Just One Norfolk


