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Heads Newsletter
It has been a half term where students, staff and
volunteers have worked extremely hard to rehearse and
prepare for our production of Oliver.

Monday

24 February Term Starts

Friday

28 February Year 9 Options deadline

It has been lovely to hear the sound of singing fill the
corridors in the last few weeks. I had the pleasure of
seeing the opening night yesterday evening – what a
spectacular, entertaining and heart-warming event!
Students put so much expression and personality in to
their roles, and I received many positive comments from
the audience.

Wednesday 04 March

Year 10 Norfolk skills show

Wednesday 04 March
Parents’

4.00pm – 7.00pm Year 7
Evening

Wednesday 11 March

7.00pm Parent Forum

Thursday

19 March

Year 9 immunisations catch up
session

Tuesday

24 March

4.00pm – 7.00pm Year 10
Parents’ Evening

Congratulations to all those involved and a special thanks
to Mrs Horn and Mr Hester for their immense efforts in
preparing the cast alongside the other staff and
volunteers.
There has been plenty of exciting news that has made
the term interesting, both in terms of individual successes
and larger events.
Verity Dos Santos (Year 11) won the Norfolk heat of the
Historical Association’s ‘Great Debate’ competition and
will take part in the national finals in March.

Wednesday 25 March

Lunchtime Science Fair

Tuesday

Year 11 Exam Booster Day (Hall)

31 March

Wednesday
Monday

A number of our youngsters placed well at the area cross
-country championship, William Browne going through to
the Anglian championship where he ran strongly to place
38th within the region.

1 April

Easter Holiday Starts

20 April

Summer Term Starts

Food Tech Request
If you have any empty sweet tubs left over
from Christmas, please would you donate them
to Food Tech, so the students can use them to
take their creations home.

Katie Middleton recently performed superbly in
karate trials and earnt selection for the England B squad
– an amazing achievement!
The Campaigns and Equality Society organised a climate
change protest in the school hall as part of Black Out Day
– it was great to hear students reflecting on the actions
they can take to help tackle this huge global issue.

The next half term will feature Year 11 exams in the core
subjects as we look to build from prior learning to ensure
they are as well prepared as possible for the summer
GCSEs.

Our expectations for high standards of student
presentation remain the same as ever. If you are
planning to purchase new uniform over half term, please
do check https://www.hobart.org.uk/for-parents-andcarers/uniform/ to ensure any items you buy are in line
with requirements.

Revision and exams evening took place for Year 11
recently, and the PowerPoint used is available under latest
via our website.

It is important that trousers are of the right length and
style. A reminder that should students choose to wear
jewellery, this is restricted to one stud in each ear and
one ring. No other jewellery is permitted and items may
be confiscated.

We are here to support students in their revision, please
do contact the school if you have questions and encourage
your children to approach their class teachers.
Wishing you a lovely half term break.
Ross Li-Rocchi
Head of School
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Historical Association Great Debate

Climate change protest

On Tuesday 7 January Verity Dos Santos and Amelia
Stephen, both in Year 11, travelled to Greshams School in
Holt to take part in the Norfolk heat of the Historical
Associations' yearly Great Debate competition.

On 22 January the Campaigns and Equality Society held
their first climate change protest in the hall.

The theme this year was 'should we judge historical figures
by the morals of today?’ Both girls had to produce a 5
minute speech on the topic, outlining their argument and
supporting it with historical examples.

In the build up to this the group held protest sign making
workshops to include powerful messages.
During the protest students gave passionate speeches and
took part in some 'call and response' chanting.

They delivered interesting and powerful speeches which
were highly commended by the judges.
Verity won the heat and will now take place in the national
final at Windsor Castle on 28 March. This is even more
impressive when we consider that the competition is mainly
entered by sixth form students!
We wish Verity lot of luck and can't wait to hear about her
experience at the final.

The day of the protest was also 'Black Out Day' where the
school aimed to use less electricity.
Teachers taught lessons without using their interactive
whiteboards and less lighting was used in classrooms and
corridors.
In total the school used about one fifth lesson electricity on
that day, highlighting that small changes can have big
impacts.
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Year 10 GCSE Computer Science

Duke of Edinburgh Award

Mr Ball

Miss Vickers

Each term we have been running a binary competition to
help students
develop their
understanding
of binary data
in computing.

Huge congratulations to Olivia Rodgers who upon
completing her Bronze DofE Award this Autumn spent a
Saturday in Norwich training to become Hobart High
School’s first ever DofE ambassador.

This term the
infamous
binary cup has
been keenly
contested
amongst the
class; the
students have
had to convert
and add binary
numbers, they’ve converted binary to hexadecimal and had
to decrypt Caesar Cipher text.
They competed against each other and progressed through
the rounds to a final.
The final this half-term was between Olivia Peck and Jacob
Woods, it was set to be a tough final. Jacob proved
unstoppable winning 3-1 and claiming the cup for the
second time this year.
Well done Jacob!
Year 10 Business Stock Market competition
2019/2020
Mr Ball

Olivia spent the day working with staff from DofE Norfolk
and Suffolk learning about the role of DofE ambassador and
the skills required, Olivia was one of the youngest
attendees for the training, and the feedback I received from
the D of E coordinator was glowing.
Olivia learnt about public speaking,
presentation skills, and all aspects
involved with supporting a high
school running the award.
Olivia will now be supporting DofE at
Hobart by running presentations to
younger year groups/parents and
assisting with all aspects of the role.
We are very proud of Olivia for going
out of her comfort zone to do this
training by herself with a much older
group of students.
We wish Olivia the best with
continuing her DofE Silver journey at
college.
We are also incredibly proud of the Year 11 Bronze
students - we now have 23 students who have completed
their Bronze award.

The Year 10 Business students are getting towards the end
of their stock market competition.
They’ve invested £10,000 and selected up to 10 companies
listed in the top 250 on the London Stock Exchange. 2019
into 2020 has seen some turbulent times for the UK
economy with Brexit, however this month students have
seen a positive impact on their investments.
For February 2020, currently from class 10B in 3rd place is
Sam Walker with a profit of £2,418; in 2nd place is Nathan
Reynolds with £3,009 and the current leader now is Liam
Evans who has made a whopping £3,223 in profit;
congratulations to all three.
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Cross Country

Year 9 Boys Football Team

Miss Vickers

Mr Ball

Well done to students from Year 7-10 who completed in the
area cross country at Wymondham College this half term.

On Wednesday 22 January I had the pleasure of taking a
group of Year 9 students to the South Norfolk schools
5-a-side football tournament at the FDC 3G facility in
Bowthorpe, where they would have the opportunity to
defend the title they won so convincingly last year.

The runners came up against proper cross country weather,
very cold and very muddy!
Everybody ran really well with a number of students
qualifying for the next round at Langley.

Those selected to represent the school were: Will Stanley,
Dylan Smith, Bobby Bonsell, Danyyl Staines, Tyler Hall,
Hamish McGregor, Jamie McComish and Edwin Dos Santos.

Year 10 Netball

The tournament was made up of 2 leagues of 5 and 4
teams, with the winners and runners up going through to
play in the semi-finals. In the first game Hobart beat Iceni
5-1, they then drew with Wymondham College 2-2, the
next game was a 5-1 victory against Wymondham High and
the final group game was a 3-1 victory against Dereham
Northgate.
As group winners Hobart went on to play local rivals
Bungay in the semi-final who they beat 5-1.
In the final Hobart were again against Wymondham College
and played extremely well, the game was a tense affair and
ended 1-1 with Bobby Bonsell scoring a late equaliser.
The game then went to penalties and Hobart won 2-0.
Every player performed exceptionally well and the team
played some outstanding football and deserved to be
tournament winners.

Miss Vickers
Congratulations to the Year 10 Netball team who played

The players were a great credit to their year group and
were outstanding ambassadors for the school.
Congratulations and thank you to the PE Department for
giving the team the opportunity to participate. I would also
like to wish Dylan Smith who is captain of the school team a
speedy recovery after a serious football injury at the
weekend.

against Langley and won 35-3.
The team all played brilliantly, and showed great tactical
knowledge with some super technical ability.
Thank you also to Year 11s Emma and Grace who umpired
the game fantastically.
Well done all involved.

The winning team.

www.hobart.org.uk

Oliver!
Katie Howell
On the last week before half term a hardworking group of
students and teachers performed Oliver to the public.
Our first audience included students from the local schools
and the residents of Beachamp House, and the performace
was very well received.
In the months leading up to the shows the actors,
musicians and everyone behind the scenes have been
working incredibly hard as a team to put together this
amazing production.
We hope you enjoy watching it. Performances are taking
place Tuesday—Friday evening from 7.00pm

Oliver Cast & Crew February 2020
www.hobart.org.uk
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Year 11 Exams

Jogging 4 Jenny

Lucy Harvey

Sophie Rallison and Lucy Yardy

During the winter term, Year 11 students took their
mock GCSES in the hall which prepared them for the real
thing and allowed them to understand the steps that they
have to undergo on an exam day.

On the last day of term, during the Christmas assemblies, a
cheque from Hobart to the Big C was presented.

On the 13 January, we held a mock brown envelope day
where the Year 11s went to the hall at lunchtime to collect
their brown envelope which included their results inside.
This allowed them to grasp what it will be like when they
open their real GCSE results and how they may be feeling
in the coming hours before.
From this, the students should now know what they can
improve on and what they need to revise.

We were able to raise over £5,000 in aid of The Big C (a
Norfolk cancer charity), all thanks to Jogging 4 Jenny.
Jogging 4 Jenny is an annual fundraising event that takes
place here at Hobart.
It is in memory of Mrs Hammerton, a treasured teacher
who sadly lost her battle to cancer two years ago. Her
family, friends and colleagues worked hard to organise
something that would honour her memory, and would give
back to important charities such as the Big C.

On 28 January, parents and students were invited to a
revision evening where it was explained to them how each
of them could work to get the best possible results.

Because of this, as a school, we feel it is amazing to be able
to raise such a large amount for an equally amazing cause.

Over the next few months, our Year 11s will be working
hard in the preparation for the next set of hall mocks in
March for their core subjects of English, Maths and Science.

Student Voice

These exams will allow them to get more experience and
try different papers under exam conditions.
All of this is to help the students have the best possible
chance of doing well in their exams in May.

Lucy Harvey
Over the past few weeks, our student voice representatives
met with the form representatives to discuss the agenda
that was given to each form group.
During those meetings the points discussed were those
such as the canteen and school facilities.
These points were then gathered together and taken by our
student voice representatives who met with
Mr Li-Rocchi to discuss the agenda.

Jogging 4 Jenny 2020
Jogging 4 Jenny will take place on Tuesday 23
June 2020.
The event is in memory of Jenny Hammerton, a
Maths Teacher at Hobart, who lost her battle with
cancer on the 4 October 2017.
If you have any links or contacts with companies
or organisations able to provide us with donations, then please contact us.

In these meetings, we were able to voice the opinions of
the form representatives, meaning that they have an
impact on their school and some of the features they want
changing.
There have been two meetings where we were also able to
collect feedback from Mr Li-Rocchi on things that he had
been able to enquire about.
In the future, there will be another meeting in the coming
months to discuss the advancements made by us as the
student leadership team and the senior leadership team.
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Year 9 Art
Year 9 Art students have been working hard on their
portrait project this term.
They have created some grid portraits inspired by the
American portrait painter Chuck Close.
Students found a photo online of a person they admire or
find interesting and drew an outline of their face onto a
grid.
They looked closely at the flesh tones and colours in the
photo and learnt how to draw abstract shapes and apply
coloured pencil or watercolour to add tonal variation.
They created some fabulous semi-abstract portraits of their
own which are on display in the Art corridor.

Can you tell who the celebs
are in these portraits by Year 9
students?

Now we can't wait to see what Year 9 come up with for
their street-art project next half term when they will be
finishing their portrait inspired by the skateboard artist and
fashion designer Shepard Fairey (www.obeyclothing.com).
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