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Dear Parent(s) / Carer(s),

The absence of a newsletter last week has led me to preparing a ‘bumper edition’ in which
some of the key events of the last fortnight feature.

Year 11 students have completed March mock exams as their preparation for the summer
GCSEs continues to build. Their conduct in these exams has been excellent, and I have
enjoyed talking to them regarding how they found the papers. It is important that students
now use feedback from their teachers to prepare effectively for the real thing in May!
Students should now be using study time at home for revision on a consistent basis, and
take advantage of the school based revision and intervention sessions available to them.

Parent/carer voice took place this week – a big thank you to those that participated.
Discussion points included the way in which we can develop parent/carer awareness of
esafety, the MFL curriculum, and a review of events that have taken place over the half
term. We look forward to our next discussion in half term 5.

Last week featured World Book Day, and a number of activities took place to promote
reading and literacy. They included:





Photographic competition with the theme ‘reading in extreme/unusual places’
Bake a book competition - bake a cake with a book theme
A lunchtime library quiz
Honesty Library – where any books that youngsters were happy to donate were
collected so we can start our own Hobart honesty library (donation of a book
enables youngsters to swap it for one from the honesty library

Some staff even took to wearing clothes linked to book characters, with students trying to
identify whom they were representing. My thanks to the English team for their efforts and
time in organising the events.

I have recently been made aware of the superb individual achievement of one of our
students. Rebecca Mace (Year 9) has been selected as a winner for a writing competition
run by the Norfolk & Norwich Festival. The theme of her piece was 'Passing of Time' and her
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work is currently being illustrated by a student at Norwich University of the Arts. It will then
be displayed in the window of the Book Hive in Norwich for the duration of this year’s
Norfolk & Norwich Festival (8-24 May 2020).

I have aimed to email key information regarding coronavirus (COVID-19) in recent days, and
you can access information from Public Health England via the link on our website. The
Department for Education coronavirus helpline is available to answer questions about
COVID-19 relating to education. Parents/carers and young people can contact this helpline
as follows:
Phone: 0800 046 8687 (opening hours: 8am to 6pm Monday to Friday)

Please could you continue to work with us in making our expectations clear regarding
jewellery. Students are permitted to wear one ring and a plain stud in each ear. No other
jewellery is permitted. The current guidance for staff is to ask students to remove items if
they are seen wearing them, and then confiscate the item if they see it being worn a second
time, with the items then being collected by a family member. The majority of students
wear jewellery appropriately, but there are a small number that do not meet expectations.
Instant confiscation for any inappropriate items worn may be introduced if high standards
cannot be maintained. A reminder that watches that can be used as a means of
communication such as iwatches are also not permitted.

We recently held our second cube of truth at the school, which morphed in to a line of truth
to take ensure those passing could easily access the message boards being held. The boards
were used to display a timeline of key historical LGBT events, and included testimonies from
staff and students.
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A reminder that 17th March will feature the first ever clothes swap held at Hobart High
School led by our Campaigns and Equalities Group. Please continue to encourage donation
of unwanted clothing items to support this event. There are two key focal points to the
clothes swap. Firstly, funds raised will be donated to the Norfolk LGBT Project, an
organisation that supports young LGBT people across Norfolk. The second focus is
environmental. For example, sources suggest the global fashion industry produces over 1
billion tonnes of CO2 per year, and this together with other important information is being
shared through tutor time in the near future.
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Events and trips for the week ahead:
Date & Time

Event

Notes

17th March

Clothes swap at lunchtime

Donation welcome. Bring your £1 coins!

24th March

Y10 Parent / Carer Evening

Please book your appointments online

4-7pm

The art department have used Year 8 and 9 homework time to run a poster competition
centred on the theme of racial equality. I had the privilege of judging the entries, and was
impressed both by the quality of the artwork and the thought behind the designs. The
winning designs are displayed below, and have been put up around the school.

Best wishes and have great weekend.

Ross Li-Rocchi
Head of School

Pippa Yallop (Y8)

Phoebe Carter & Chloe Smith (Y8)
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Rebecca Orland (Y9)

Carys Cooper (Y8)

Elliot Arnold (Y9)

Sabrina Pennell (Y8)

(Y8)

(Y8)

