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It is difficult to put in to words what a challenging and
‘different’ half term this has been. I hope that you and
your families are managing to stay healthy, and to
manage the various challenges that COVID-19 is throwing `
at us.
It has been heartening to see that the families, staff and
students are supporting social distancing. We all have a
part to play in preventing the spread of COVID-19, and in
caring for those facing difficult situations at the current
time.
Looking back at what has taken place this half term it
makes me realise just how much I miss the day-to-day
life of Hobart. This includes simple aspects such as the
lessons and learning, the conversations, and observing
the young people progress in the widest sense of the
word.
Amongst the highlights for the weeks when students
attended school were World Book Day, which featured a
variety of activities and events to celebrate and raise the
profile of literacy, and our second cube of truth, which
displayed key historical LGBT events, and included
testimonies from staff and students.
We also received many high quality entries for our antiracism poster competition led by the art department, and
welcomed year 6 students for our forensic science days.
All the best and I hope you stay safe at this difficult time.
Ross Li-Rocchi
Head of School
Online learning platforms guide for remote
learning at Hobart High school
At Hobart High school, Go4Schools and use of email will
be the two main online outlets for sharing learning
resources setting tasks etc in the event of a school
closure.
However, individual departments will use a variety of
other online platforms / resources to support learning,
details of which can be seen below.
Go4Schools: The homework facility on Go4Schools will
be the main way in which staff share remote learning
tasks with students.
Tasks will be set through this facility and it also provides
the facility to attach resources / links etc. Guidance on
how to access the homework function on Go4Schools can
be found on the school website.

Email: The school email facility will be the main way for
students and staff to communicate with regards to
questions and queries around remote learning tasks.
This will also provide the main facility for feedback.
Guidance to all students and parents on how to access
their Office 365 dashboard, which then gives them access
to the Office 365 apps which include Emails and Teams,
will be available via the school website.
Microsoft Teams: Some members of staff will also use
the Microsoft Teams function to share learning resources
and as a way to answer student questions and queries.
Microsoft Teams, along with email, is accessible via the
Office 365 dashboard.
If students have any issues with regards to their username
and password, they should contact their subject teacher or
form teacher in the first instance who will pass any issues
onto the network manager.
Other learning platforms that teachers may use
include:
SENECA learning: SENECA is a platform used by a
number of departments to support learning and to provide
opportunities for retrieval practice.
Students will have a password and login and should
contact subject staff with any issues around access.
MyMaths: This platform is used across year groups to
support learning in Maths.
Again, students will have a login and password and should
contact class teachers with any issues around access.
GCSEPod: This platform includes learning podcasts and
application and revision activities for a variety of subject
areas.
Students that use this platform in their subject areas will
have a login and password.
Memrise: This MFL based learning platform offers the
opportunity to watch and learn conversational language
from native speakers with associated activities to aid long
term learning.
If relevant, students will have a login and password.
Uniform
If you have any old uniform that your student has grown
out of or are a Year 11 and will soon no longer require it,
please consider donating any uniform in good condition
to the school where it will be used to help students out
where needed.
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Book Days 2020

Norfolk Book Day took place on Tuesday 10 March.

Katie Howell

The aim of this event was to promote literacy and the love
of books, and to encourage the young people of Norfolk to
read good quality literature.

World Book Day is an event to promote reading to both
children and adults across the world.
This year, Hobart held two World Book Day events across
two days for the students to take part in.

The Norwich School held a Book Day for students to go and
listen to authors and illustrators talk about their inspirations
and experiences that led them to writing and illustrating.

On 4 March and 5 March, a Big Booky Break Time took
place in the library. This was to raise money for Book Aid
International (www.bookaid.org).

It is believed by many that hearing authors talk about what
inspires their writing encourages and young readers and
broadens their literary horizons.

This charity
provides books to
people and places
across the world
including
refugees, prisons
and hospitals.
To raise money,
cakes were sold
to students and
staff. Books were
shared on the
theme of Power Reads, Award Winners and Amazing Reads.
Over the two break times £40.00 was raised!
On the lunch time of the 5 of March, World Book Day, a
book quiz was held.

The library was full of quizzers ready to put their book
knowledge to the test!

Fourteen students attended the event at Norwich School
where three authors spoke.
We had the chance see them talk about their work, to buy
books and have them signed by the authors after hearing
about their books.
The authors who attended this year were:
Sufiya Ahmed –
the author of

Secrets of the
Henna Girl. We

Over 10 teams
took part in the
three rounds:
Multiple choice,
book extracts and
book blurbs.
After completing
each round, the
scores were
counted.
There was a
tiebreaker with 3
teams with a high
score of 22
points.
After a few decider questions, the winners were Rebecca
Mace, Eleanor Price and Daisy Frost!
The winners were awarded book vouchers and the runners
up won some bookmarks.

learnt about her
background in
advertising and
politics, where she
learned about forced
marriages that
happen within some
religions and

countries.
Some of the students from Hobart were able to go onstage
to act out one of the scenes from her book.
Alexander Gordon Smith – the author of the Escape
from Furnace series and many other books.
He is a horror writer local to Norwich.
We were told of the many events that led to his love of all
thing’s horror!
Pam Smy – the author and illustrator of Thornhill.
She is also an illustrator from many well-known authors,
such as Julia Donaldson, Siobhan Dowd and Linda
Newberry. In her talk, we learnt about her inspiration for
her book Thornhill and we even got to draw our own
terrifying dolls!

www.hobart.org.uk

Year 8 and Year 9 Anti-racism Poster Competition
This term all Year 8 and Year 9 Art students took part in
the 'Show Racism the Red Card' School Competition and
designed an anti-racism poster for their homework either
individually or in groups.
Year 8 Second place Carys Cooper

Students drew images, came up with slogans, used
paper collage or even modelling foam or imitation gold
leaf to create awesome designs.
We were so impressed with the work it was almost impossible to select winners. In the end Mr Li-Rocchi
chose the following winners, and their posters are now
displayed around the school:
Well done every one
Year 8 First place - Phoebe Carter and Chloe Smith

Year 9 Second Place Becky Orland

Runners up:

Sabrina Pennell
Year 9 First Place - Elliot Arnold

Pippa Yallop
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Try some #hometasking with the Taskmaster
on Twitter
I
f you would like to hear Jane Austen’s Pride and
Prejudice, Ms Lewis has created a You Tube channel
called ‘Ms Lewis reading her grandpa’s classics’ and is
recording and uploading a chapter a day.
The channel can be found on the following link:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVIHjmJLLqOasr0XepJe3w

You could try joining
Gareth Malone's Great
British Chorus:
https://decca.com/greatbritishhomechorus/

Or enjoy the theatre live at:

https://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/nt-at-home
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The Art Department have been so impressed with the
creative output of students as they continue their work at
home.

Students across all year
groups have been
emailing us pictures of
their art work so that we
can give them feedback
and positive points for
their skills and
imagination.

We can't wait to see
what they come up with
for their next homework
challenges, keep up the
good work!
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